YSB LINK

¥ L-i www.ysbsjc.org Summer 2011
YOUTH SERVICE BUREAU

PORCH LIGHT PROGRAM HOUSES BRAINWORKS

The Youth Service Bureau(
recently received a room makever courtesy of
Memorial Brainworks. This room was installed on
April 81, 2011, and has been used heavily by the
ladies in the program. The room has been installed
within the common area, and has been designated
as an early childhood development room by the
hospital. The bright colors as well as varying toys,
furniture, and learning tools in the room all
encourage brain development, which is a major part
of the Memorial Brainworks program. It also provides
these mothers with an escape from their everyday
lives in their individual apartments, and allows for
interaction with peers.

The Brainworks Program, has received the Junior
to an individual or organization that has offered invaluable service to The Junior League. With the
support of these award recipients, Junior League is able to continue to do what it does best; develop

the potential of women and impact the community through the effective action and leadership of

trained volunteers.

This award not only commends Memaorial for the work that they have done with other organizations,
but also displays that the program works very well, and should produce other successes through the
Porch Light program.

DODGE, DUCK, DIP, DIVE and DODGE DOD WL

On February 19th, YSB held their 2nd annual dodgeball tournament,
Dodgebrawl, at the Pfeil Center on the campus of Holy Cross College.

The tournament was a 6 on 6 roundiobin format with 10 teams of 68
players. Proceeds support the programs of the Youth Service Bureau.
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HOMEWARD BOUND

Being homeward bound tends

to be an idea that many enjoy,

as their home is their safe place, the place that they are
most comfortable. For many in Indiana, they do have the
privilege of having a solid place to call home, and may even
find themselves headed to the streets for a place of refuge.

On April 24, 2011,
citizens from the
Michiana area walked,
ran, and donated to help
raise funds to provide
shelter and to fight
homelessness for fellow
Hoosiers. The total
raised by St. Joseph
County was $10,571
which went to the
Homeward Bound program. The funds were raised by
individuals as a part of one of the twenty teams that were
involved in the walk/race.

Homeward bound was founded in 2003, and since its
creation, the program has raised over three million dollars
for affordable housing and homeless needs. The overall goal
of the program is to eventually end homelessness within the
state of Indiana.

Some may be concerned that
the funds that these walkers
and runners raised will never
reach St. Joseph County itself;
however, any funds that are
raised by an area remain here.
With eight local agencies,
including the Youth Service
Bureau, receiving the funds
raised by the walk/race, the
money has been proven to stay
within the community.

YSB VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

YSB is looking for volunteers to assist with:

1 Recreational activities and outings with the teens at
Safe Station, our emergency shelter

Chil dcare whil e {Sifficiendyoung
participants attend monthly group meetings

Answering phones and performing clerical work
Fundraising events and mailings

Street Outreach workers

Researching and writing grants
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For additional information about volunteer or internship
opportunities, please call Karin Fisher at 239231.

TEXTING AND DRIVING

0Do you know
pull ed you o
These are words that
many would never like to
hear, but unfortunately,

if you chose to text and
drive, you may be receiv-
ing more traffic tickets.
Indiana Governor Mitch
Daniels signed legislation
May 11, 2011, making texting and driving an offense
punishable by a ticket up to $500, beginning July 1 of this
year. According to an article in the New York Times, texting
increases the risk of an accident 23 times more than a
non-texting driver, which raises cause for concern.

So, why is this such a big deal now? In the past three years,
there has been a terfold increase in the amount of text
messages that Americans are sending, leaving the count as
of last December at 110 billion messages, which has in turn
led to an obvious increase in texting and driving. Many
studies have shown the texting and driving is often times
more dangerous than drunk driving, as the reaction time for
a texting person is far longer than that of a drunk driver,
adding as much a five to seven seconds in delay, or multiple
feet in stopping power.

More experienced drivers may feel that this law is unfair, as
they are no longer novice drivers and have many more years
behind the wheel
who are frequently messaging behind the wheel and causing
the chaos. The age group who drives distracted by their
mobile device the most often is those whom are 389 years
old. The new increased usage
drivers not only text messaging, but checking emails, social
networking, and other various distracting activities.

In order to prevent texting and driving, many websites
suggest similar things when it comes to alternatives to texting
and driving. If you are receiving an urgent call or text, pull
over into a safe area to deal with the communication. Other
tips suggest placing your phone inside your purse or bag, in
your trunk so it is completely out of reach, or simply turning
the device on silent so that you cannot be distracted by it.
Whether it is texting, updating a social network site, sending
an email, or playing your turn in your favorite app, the results
are all the same: mess around with your phone while driving,
and you will run not only the risk of a fine, but also the risk of

ruining your life, or the lives of others.
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